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"Two very Alarming DISCOU RSES 


Preached on the Deceaſe of many eminent 
| Perſons, and others lately cut of 
den Death particularly the Perſons ſtruck 
dead by the late Thunder and Lightning, 
which happened on Sunday, March 22. 


With ſome very affecting Reflections and Remarks, 
on thoſe awful and melancholy Circumſtances. 


By: an eminent GoSPEL A of this City. 
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Jos XIV. I, 2. 


Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and 
full of trouble, He cometh forth like a flower and 

is cut down; he fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, and 
cantinueth not. 


rl is a juſt and moſt true confeſſion ; Job 
, | had full proof of it by experience, and 
therefore he ſpake. — Afflictions are pro- 
fitable, but not joyaus ; and are intended 

for good, to the ſouls of Gods people. Before Ias af- 


5 flidted, ſaith David, I went aſtray, but now I have 


kept thy word, Pſal. cxix. 67. - But the natural man, 
ſeeing nothing of theſe things, layeth it not 
to heart; ſin has entirely blinded the eyes of his 
underſtanding, in reſpect to the things of God; he 


is eagerly purſuing the things of this life, which 


way ſoever his mind or his fancy leads him; whe- 
ther in purſuit of pleaſure, riches, honours, or any 


other worldly. attainments his heart can wiſh, or 


his fortune purchaſe, hurrying himſelf continually 
from one gratification to another. All this, Solomon, 
one of the wiſeſt of kings, had fully proved in his days, 


| Whatſoever mine eyes  defired (ſays he) I with-beld 


not from them ; I with-beld not my heart from any joy. 
Eccl. ii. 4. But in the 2 when the Lord = | 
| fully 
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fully convinced him of his error, he acknowledged 


that it was all vanity, and vexation of ſpirit. 


Nan is ſuljef to Vanity. — Vanity is a ſtrong 
operation of the mind, and it. catries a man away” 
into a thouſand projects and whimſies; and that 


old ſerpent the devil (who by his ſubtilty beguiled 


our firſt parents in paradiſe into ſin, from whence 
all our diſordered paſſions and wrong doings pro- 
= ) is, ſo exceeding wiſe, that he, knows exactly 


ie” nature, cooftirution, and bent of every man's 
mind; and is ever furniſhing him with ſomething > 


to pleaſe his fancy, and employ his time, in order 
to divert his mind, that he may have no opportub, 
nity to think upon God, or of a future ſtate, He 


will tempt you to taſte of every forbidden fruit, 


as he did our firſt parents. He will promiſe you 
pleaſures, he will promiſe you riches or honeurs, 


yea, he will promiſe you all the kingdoms of the 


world (as he did our bleſſed Lord) if you will 


1 


but worſhip and obey him. The many and various 


allurements of this grand ſeducer come with ſuch 
force to the carnal mind, which is ever prone to 


fall in with them, that it is very hard to perſuade 


the rich and the buſy world to enter into the king- 
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Jom of heaven z they defire to be excuſed. 
„„ 3% 1 
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2 
O my brethren! beg of God, that while I am 
ſpeaking upon theſe things, your minds may not 
be carried away with wandering thoughts, and in- 
attention. This ſatan will ſurely effect, if you are 
not watching and praying in ycur hearts, while I 
am going to make an oObſervation or two on the 
Fallz and ſnew ſome of the ſad effects, Which fol- 
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lowed therefrom 3 which thouſands in the world 


are quite ignorant of, and of which the wiſe and 


learned, thro” their pride, only mike a jeſt; altho\. 
it is evidently” the ſole cauſe of all our afflictions 
in life, fickneſs, pain, and death itſelf, Rom. v. 12. 
alſo the ſpring, from whence all our craving paſſions 
and carnal defires ariſe. Such as St. Paul calls the 
deſire or luſt of the fleſh ; adefire which every natural 
man or woman has for bodily -gratifications. 2. The 
deſire of the eye: and, 3. The pride of life. Theſe 
paſſions and deſires you may obſerve even in 
children, whe cry for every new thing they ſee 5 
and fo on to youth, now growing towards manhood, 
you may eaſily find that it is the grand object of 
their deſire to enjoy ſuch oratifications as fre moſt 
ſuited to their time of life, and that it is their 
chief aim to gain time or money to procure and 
obtain ſuch things as may ſatiate the preſent de- 


fire of their ſouls. Thus we may trace man thro! 


every ſtage of his life, and find that he is always 
deſiring, always changing, yet never ſatisfied. — 
There is no contentment or real happineſs in any of 
theſe vain purſuits, which the eye deſireth or the 
heart may luſt after, in this world, which are con- 
ſequently the ſad effects of the Fall and Curſe ; fin 
having poiſoned. the head or fountain, and all the 
ſtreams ſend out nothing but unwholſome and poi- 

fonous vapours ; odious and hateful in the fight of 
a pure and holy God ; diſagreeable and a trouble 
to every Chriſtian mind, a p ligue and a diſquietneſs 


to their o.] ſoul. 7. here is no peace, ſaith my God, 


to the wick:d,—The natural diſpoſition of fallen man 
being diſordered, and his mind blinded thro'fin, ob- . 
—_— ell. will, atheiſm and alienation from God, 
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tidian height, the ſhadow grows ſhorter and ſhorter . 
Read Pal, xiv. 2, 2. liii. Gal. vi. 5. Rom. iii. 1 


„ 
and his holy ſpiritual law, run through the whole 
human race. * — So thoughtleſs men go on, are 
jovial and merry in their preſent enjoyments, and are 
either quite unconcerned about the conſequence of 
death, or deceiving themſelves with falſe hopes of 
ineſs after it, all which ariſes from their infi- 
delity and ſtupidity; but their hopes are ſuch, that 
God muſt deny his glorious attributes of wiſdom, 


truth, juſtice, and holineſs, and falſify the unaltera- 


ble declarations of his moſt ſacred word, to accom- 
pliſh-: And yet, how difficult is it to perſuade them 
to let go theſe falſe and iniquitous hopes, that they 
may build their expectations of happineſs upon a 
foundation that will bear the juſt and righteous trial 
of God, and ſtand unreproved by him at the ſolemn 
Judgment day! Reflect, O miſerable deluded ſin- 

ner, and remember, that conſcience is regiſtering all 
thy ſins thou ever committeſt either againſt God or 
man, which tho' they lie quite forgotten and un- 
obſerved with thee, will aſſuredly all appear before 


God's judgment bar, and be as a thouſand witneſſes 


againſt thee, and, being unrepented of and unfor- 
given, Will ſink thy poor ſoul into that bottomleſs 
pit form whence there is no redemption ; which may 
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God help thee ſeriouſly to conſider of ! ö ot - 


2 come now, ſecondly, to explain the latter part 
of the text, Man fleeth away as a ſhadow. &c. 


1. You may obſerve in the morning, when the 


bright ſun ariſeth upon the earth, that it cauſeth 
2; Jong ſhadow upon the ground from every object 
which is before it; as a man, a beaſt, an houſe, 
&c. And as the ſun advanceth towards its me- 


"i 
till 


Ca 
tiltche ſun is at the noon of day, juſt over our heads, 
when the ſhadows have quite loft their form. Again, 

as the ſin declineth weſt-ward, the ſhadow, (Hike the 
declininglife of man, day after day, & year after year) 
haſteth back again, till the ſun is ſet or veiled out of 
our ſight; then it may be ſaid, the ſhadow fleeth 
away. So it often fares: with weak believers, or 
ſuch ae live more by ſight than by faith; and tho 
the Sun of Rightcouſmſe hath ſhined upon them 
with 'the bright beams: of his glory, and they 
have been enabled to rejoice therein; yet ſhayld 
the Lord but hide himſelf for a moment, they 
_ preſently fall into doubts. and fears, thinking they 
are deceived, which they cannot. be; for whom 
the Lord loveth, he loveth to the end. — And 
tho” God permits trials and afflictions to happen 
0 An pope yet in thẽ end they all work together 
for good: Great are the. troubles. of the righteouss, 
but the Lord knoweth how, to deliver out of them: all; 
Pſal. xxxiv 19.—Job's afflictions were very great 3 
but God bleſſed Job, and made him doubly. amends 
for all his troubles, patience, &c and being made 
perfect thro? ſuffering ; he was at laſt cut down like 
a ſhack of corn full ripe, and his ſoul fled away into 
that Paradiſe of God, where/the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, and where the weary are for ever at refts. 


A $30" 3 2 
Having ſhewn the literal explication of the tent, 
I ſhall in the next place endeavour, my friends, 
with God's affiſtance, to make ſome further uſe, 
and draw ſuch inferences from it, - as may, 
with his bleſſing, be profitable, both to my own": 
fon! and thine, 1ſt. Of be ſbertneſs of life: 24ly.n1 
The certainty of death : &c. and then laſtly, inſorcs 
4 e a ==» 


|  ciliation with God by tbe un besten of: the blood au 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, through _ _ _ 
en of. the Holy Spirit. 4 

Firſt, Of the Smõn rxEGö n, . Kc. = 1 
... Man in e few, der; — and is cut dun. 19 


|  Thivivthe ſad effect of ſin; had man fever ſinned, 
| ite! probability, he had never raſted deach; but now 

death lies couchied in every thing around s, in our, 
meat, * and 0 in of er to cut us e 4 
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| roy my re dur 52 at 1 are bir as; 

-##fpan'in duration ; yea, a courſe of years, when f 
Paſt, are all but as one ſhort day; and ſoon forget A 

—_ But perhaps here are ſome pre nt amon us, | 1 

| who: have bett“ very near the point -of death; 4 
but by putting up David's praher. Lord, ſpare 5 | 

mne a linnle longer, & God hath granted your re- 

| queſt: and I hope you haye been enabled, and will 
1 tie of it as may bring much | 

gloiy'=to: your: Redeemer, and comfort .to your 
ownuſoali; by rang 50 livin +2 17 upon P 
2 H f fait ulnefs... f 


85 # Accord! ing to the rly Bills of Mortality, there have / 1 | b 
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nn the midſt of life, we are in death. . 
Although it is certain that we muſt all die, yet 
ſudden death is the moſt dreadful ; and inſtances of 
this kind we have of late had abundance in and 


around this city; even whole families have been cut 
off one after another, within a few days; and many 


at a moment, when they leaſt thought of it. — For 


inſtance, the perſons kilPd by the late dreadful ſtorm 
of thunder and lightning, one man being ſtruck _ 


down dead at the chapel in Tottenham-Court-Road, 


and two women at another place. — My dear friends 


and readers, can any of you ſuppoſe that theſe per- 
ſons had any thoughts of dying that afternoon, at 


leaſt of being ſnatched away into a world of ſpirits 


in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye? No, firs, 
no more than any of us alive here prefent : But ſuch 
was the will of the Almighty: And who can aſſure 
himſelf he ſhall not be the next that may be ſnatched 
away, by the unforeſeen hand of death! — And it 
very likely we may have many more ſtorms of 


thunder and lightning before the ſummer is ended. 


And God may viſit the ſinners of this nation for 


their ungodlineſs and impenitency (as he did in tines 


of 01d) by thunder, hail-ſtones, and flames of fire. 


For behold, the Lord will come with fire, and with © 
Bis chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with © 
Fut, and his rebuke with flames of fire. Iſa. Ixvi. 13. 

And by fire, (faith the apoſtle) /ball every man's work 


be tried. O ye profeſſing chriſtians, look to your 


armour, for theſe arrows of the Almighty ſeem to 

be levelled at you. And if the time be come (as ſaith 
the apoſtle. St, Peter) that judgment muſt begin at the 
houſe of God, what ſhall the end be of thoſe that f 


— 


not the goſpel of Cod? Aud if the righteous care e 


ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly and ſinner appear ©..x 


Pet. iv. 17, 18. And the ſigns foretold-byour 
dleſſed Lord, do every way appear both in ie hea- 
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vens and: on the earth: The. ſtrange and unuſual al- 
teration in the ſeaſons, and commotions in the Ele- 
ments, ſo that we hardly know Summer from Win- 


ter. With diſtreſs of nations, a great perplexity, &c. 
Theſe ſigns do evidently ſhew that the end of all 


things is at hand; when Chriſt ſhall appear in the 
clouds of heaven, with thouſands and ten. thouſands 


of ſaints and angels in flames of fire, to execute judg- 


ment upon the earth, &c. And what if it be already 


begun! a man ſtruck dead at the door of God's houſe! 
and many others almoſt frighten'd to death. But 
mark! only one perſon there was kill'd! (a ſtroke 
ſufficient for all the reſt to be warned by).for O what 
a mercy it was that only one perſon, out of ſo many 
hundreds there preſent, ſhould be cut off! and may 
we not here behold God's, almighty power and his 


infinite mercy at the fame time. 


And tho* the manner of Mr. Goodſon's death was 
very awful, yet we muſt conclude that God's un- 
erring wiſdom, as well as his pleaſure, was concerned 


in taking off that ſoul: only, juſt at tha: time and 
place. And, whatever judgment ſome may paſs on the 
ſtroke of his death, we are well aſſured from the man- 


ner of his life and converlation (baving in an affecti- 


onate manner recommended his. family to God the 


inſtant before he ſet out from home“; a worthy ex- 


ample for all chriſtians to follow.) and we can have no 
doubt, but his ſoul is ſafely lodged in Abrabam's 
boſom. — O that every one of us, and all ſenſible - 


chriſtians, from hence might be ſtirred up to be more 
watchful and deligent in their profeſſion, and walk 
more cloſely with their God, in all his appointed 


ways; that at whatever hour, or in whatſoever man- 
ner, the Lord ſhall pleaſe to call us, we way be found 


watching ! and our lamps burning. 


But are there not many others, who have af : 
been bereaved of a dear huſband, à Wife, a child, or 


* Mr. Goodſon, has left a wite and ſeveral children, 


* 
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or ſome dear friend > Methinks I hear ſome one 


fight and ſay, O yes, this is my caſe; a dear partner 
my life, a dear child of my boſom is now no 
more. The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken 


away, bleſſed be the name of the Lord. — This 
is a right concluſion, for whatſoevet the Lord doth, | 
bs done for the: belt, to 1 n n 


* 


11 But. pipe N may be overwhelmed 
with ſorrow for ſuch a loſs, and refuſeth to be com- 


fuorted; ſome poor diſtreſſed widow may lament the 
loſs of a loving and careful huſband, crying, alas! 


what muſt I do, to ſupport myſelf and my por 
fatherleſs babes? Concerning you, if ye belong ta 
Chriſt, the Lord ſaith, Comfort ye, comfort 
ye my people; ſpeak comfortably to thoſe that 
mourn: I will be a father to the fatherleſs, and 


a hufband to the widow. Here is comfort for 
you, if any ſuch is here; thy maker the Lord 


Jehovah, is thy huſband, Isa. liv. 5. Again, is ſome 


fond mother crying, O my child, my only child 


is ſnatched away from me by the cruel hand of 
death, and hath bereaved mie of all my joy? Try 
to refrain that exceſs of grief, leſt thou offend thy 
God, who by his wiſe providence hath taken 
thy child from the evil to come. Thou knoweſt 
not, but God knew, what would have happened 
to chat child, had it lived longer, and that thy 


fondneſs might have been the fole cauſe of tbat 
evil, and the ruin of thy own ſoul. So God, to 


ſave the parent, took the child. Thus he was 


cut down like a flower, and preſently gone. It 


18 W unto all men onge to die. The thing 
EY | 13 
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is certain, but the time is uncertain, and unknown 


to man, God hath reſearved that ſecret to himſelf, 


III. How many ſince this time twelvemonth 


have been cut down by a ſudden or accidental 
death? and it is much to be feared, many of them 
in their fins, and in their blood : — Some intoxicated 
with liquo-, have fallen into the water and been 


drowned. Some have fallen from their horſe and 


been killed on the ſpot. . Other have been burnt 
or ſuffocated by fire. Some by the fall of an 


houſe; ſome by a piſtol, and ſome. by the point 


of a ſword. Many drop down ſuddenly and die; 


and others wilfully deſtroy themſelves : not to 


mention. thoſe innumerable diſeaſes to which the 
human body is ſubject from youth upwards, all 
of which tend to bring us down again to our 


mother earth, as it is appointed. — Thus every 


one may obſerve how certain death is, and how 
uncertain: the time or manner of its coming: and 
one would think, that ſuch remarks would be 
ſufficient to alarm and convince every careleſs and 
ungodly perſon, of the dreadful and everlaſting 
conſequences that muſt unavoidably fellow the 


ſtroke of death, ſhould he ſo overtake them in 


their ſins and in their blood, in an impenitent 
ſtate, while enemies to God, and ſtrangers to re- 
deeming. grace. I mult tell you, firs, if any here 
die in ſuch a ſtate as this, as fure as there is a 
juſt God in heaven, as ſure as you have a ſoul 
within you, you are loſt for ever: for without a 
conviction of your ruined, helpleſs, and hopeleſs 
condition by the firſt Adam, and a faving —_— 


thro? faith in the atonement and finiſhed work of 
the ſecond Adam, the Lord from heaven, as it is 
revealed in his word, you muſt periſh for 
ever. There is no repentance in the grave, for as 
the tree falleth ſo it ſhall lie. F ye die in your 
_ fins, ſaith Chriſt, whither I go, ye cannot come. Luke 
xiii. 3. N 


* 
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IV. O ſirs! is it not a moſt lamentable caſe that 
mankind in general ſhould be fo infatuated by ſin, 
and blinded by the world and the devil, as never 
ſeriouſly to think about God, or heaven, or about 
the ſalvation of their own precious ſouls; when 
they have the Bible, the eternal word of God, in 
their houſes, and the goſpel is preached in every 
corner of this city and in many other places? Such 
will be left without excuſe in the day of judgment ; 
pleading ignorance will then avail nothing: and it 
is impoſſible to. conceive or to form any juſt 
idea of our miſerable, loſt, and helpleſs condition 
through ſin, original and actual; neither can any 
one come at the true knowledge of it, but by a 
ſerious peruſal of the holy ſcripture aſſiſted by 

enlightening grace; which informs us, that man 
was at firſt created in the perfect image of God, 
and by tranſgreſſion fell, being deceived and 
beguiled by that old ſerpent the devil, and, by 
giving ear to his ſuggeſtions, was prevailed on 
to eat of that forbidden fruit, of which God 
warned and commanded them not to eat, ſaying, 
In the day that thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely 
die. Gen. ii. 17. Become obnoxious to death, 
temporal and eternal. Therefore, as by one man's diſ- 

| O obedience, 
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| I 
obedience, fin entered into the world, and death by 
in, ſo death has paſſed upon all men, for that all 
have finned: — All men haus ſinned, and are fallen fort 
of the glory of God, Rom. v. 12. --- ill. 23. 


V. Thus far, my brethren, I have explained 


to you the meaning of the whole text, and have made 
- ſuch remarks thereon, as the matter contained 


in it naturally led me to do. I muſt now proceed 
a ſtep further, and bring the matter home to your 


hearts and conſciences, or I fear little good will 


be done; my labour loft, and your ſouls too. 
--- Befide the vaſt number of common people 


deceaſed, as obſeryed before, many dear children 


of God, and miniftering ſervants of Chriſt, hath 


the Lord alſo taken home to himſelf, within this 


year paſt ? which ſhould the rather ſpur us for- 
ward, that we alſo, thro' grace, may be prepared 
and ready to depart when death comes. | 
Sirs! how ſtands the caſe now between God and 
your ſouls? are you prepared to depart ? have you 
received Chriſt into your hearts by faith ? are you 
born again of the Spirit, and are you cloathed with 


that ſpotleſs righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus, and 


continually looking unto him for all his promiſed 
ſalvation ? are your watching unto prayer, knowing 
that your enemies never ſleep ? The devil is 
going about ſeeking whom he may devour. 
Sin is ever urging you within. Sickneſs, pain and 
afflictions await you; and death ſtands at the 


door, ready to execute God's command, and to 
cut you down. And woe be unto them wha 
- ſhall be found naked, (as Adam was, when God 


called him) with guilt upon the conſcience ; ſuch 


„„ 


: indeed will have reaſon to fear death ; and if it 


were poſſible, would endeavour, like guilty Adam, 
to hide themſelves for ever from the ſight of that 
ghoſtly enemy. There are others, and perhaps not 
a few, who proſeſs themſelves to be believers in 


_ Chriſt, and yet are not delivered from that bondage, 


the fear of death, as St. Paul ſhews, Heb. ii. 
14, 15, And it is a very great ſign, (tho' not 
without an exception) that ſomething, unremoved 
in the hearts of ſuch, divides between Chriſt and 
the ſoul; tho* God may ſometimes permit doubts 


and fears to ariſe, and the enemy of ſouls to 


buffet his dear children, in order to get himſelf 


greater glory in their deliverance, ---- But, my 
brethren, 1 traſt there are many here that 
can witneſs a better confeſſion, who having 
received into their hearts that perfe& love 


of God in Chrift Jeſus, with full aflurance of 
faith in him, can bleſs the Lord and ſay, they 
are not afraid to look death in the face, being in 
no danger of its ſting: The ſting of death is ſin, 
and the firensth of fin is the law, 1 Cor. xv. 5, 6. 
But when fin is removed and guilt waſhed away 
by the blood of Chriit, that immaculate Lamb, 


there are then no fears in ſuch ; becauſe, ſaith the 


Apoſtle, There is therefore now, no condemnation to 
them who are in Chriſt Jeſus, cho waik not after 
the fleſh, but after the ſpirit, Rom. viii. 1. who; 
having been clearly convinced by the, Holy Ghoſt 
under the goipel word, of their ſad and deſperate 


ſtate by fin, and of the neceſſity of coming to the 


Lord Chriſt, to have their hearts, yea their whole 
nature, wills and affections, changed by regenera- 
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ting and renewing grace, as John iii. 5, 6, by the 


Holy Spirit of ſeſus ; and having had power 


given them from on high to embrace the offer 


of a full and free Saviour, are in a meaſure 


effectually turned from darkneſs io light, and from 


the dominion of fin and. ſatan to ſerve the true and 


living God, and, being juſtified by faith, they 


have peace "with God through our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God, 
Rom. v. 1, 2. Happy, happy fouls! ye have 
been made wiſe in time; ye ſhall be bleſſed to 
all eternity when your heavenly Bridegroom comes 


at his ſecond appearing, to invite you to the 
marriage ſupper! ye being found among the wiſe 


virgins with your lamps trimmed and your loins 


girt, thall have an abundant entrance adminiſtred 


to you into the joy of your-covenant Jehovah, 


But alas for thoſe who are not found ready; 
who have no oil in their lamps, no grace in 


their hearts, no vital union with Chriſt; they will 
be eveilaſtingly ſhut out. You know the parable 
ſpoken by Chriſt himſelf, Matt. xxv.—There were 
ten virgins; note, they were all called virgins, as 
we are all called chriſtians. T hey conltantly 
allembled together in the houſe of prayer, and 


in all tie means of grace; but five of 1hem were 


fobliſb, ſaith Chrilt ; why? becauſe the ey ſlumbered 


and ſlept? no, (this is the caſe with too many, 


who ſlumber and fieep under the bleſſed goſpel 


word) for ve find that they all both wiſe 985 
focliſn flu bered and flept; yet theſe had thei 
lamps as well as the others. — They had a 20 il 


for God; ard fo may many of youu, but it Was 
not 


4 

not according to knowledge, as Paul ſaid on a 
like occaſion; it was without the knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt: they were building their hopes on 
a ſandy foundation of their own laying ; which 
in the end proved their utter ruin; and fo it 
will thine, O ye ſleeping lumbering chriſtians ! 
except ye ſpeedily awake to behold your danger. 
— But five of them were wiſe : they had taken 
the advice to build on a ſure foundation, even 
on Jeſus, the rock of ages, the only ſure re- 
fuge in time of danger; and they had oil in 
their veſſels, they had grace given them, propor- 
tioned to their day, (tho' none to ſpare) and 
being found waiting at his footſtool, in humble 
dependence on his bounty, when the Bridegroom 
came, they were admitted to partake of his 
heavenly ſupper. And the door was ſhut : — 
Watch ye therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour, when the Son of man cometh. 


In a large congregation there are divers ſorts of 
hearers ; our Lord has divided them into four ſorts : 
as in the parable of the ſower, Matt. xiti. And 
he tells us, that oniy one fort out of the four 
received the ſeed of the word, ſo as to bring any 
good fruit to God, or profit to their own ſouls: 
Which clearly confiims what he has averred in 
another place, that many are called, but few 
are choſen, The true golpel may be repeatedly 
preached to a large congregation, and yet perhaps 
few ſhall be truly and favingly converted to God; 
and theſe will be only ſuch whoſe hearts the 
quickening Spirit of the Lord ſhall open and pre- 
pare to receive the truth in the love of it: I hey 
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5 Ta. 
having hearing ears given them, will fit under 
the word, and edify thereby : It will be to their 


conſciences ſharper than a. two-edged ſword, 


piercing to the inmoſt receſſes of their hearts, 
ſetting before them all that ever they did, princi- 
pally their moſt beloved luſts; ſaying, as Nathan 
to David, Thou art the man: humbling the pride 


and ſelf-righteouſneſs of the ſinner, who now 
beholding his natural deformity in the Goſpel 
graſs, is made a willing ſervant of the Lord, in 


the day of his power: and he rejoiceth to be 
overcome by a wiſe and a gracious advice, and 
loving reproot ; yea much more than in finding 


great ſpoil. By being thus truly converted, and 
enabled to abhor and forſake fin, from a divine 


principle of gratitude for what the Lord has done 
tor his foul, this ſort, by the watering of God's 


grace in time, will at length bring forth much 


fruit to his glory. Whereas thoſe that will not 


hearken to, nor obey the voice of Chrift, by his 


miniſters, tho' they may aſſent and conſent to it, 


yet are they like the wolf in the emblem, which 
tho' it ſucked the goat, kept its wolfiſh nature 


ſtill; and indeed, until the Spirit of Chriſt meekens 
the ſoul, and prepareth the heart to receive the 
ſeed of the word by faith, ſay what you will, or 
reaſon ever ſo wiſely, it avails nothing with ſuch: 


Whatever an impenitent finner hears, it preſently 


peſſeth away like the ſound of. a bell that is 
rung: it makes impreſſion only ſkin or ear deep. 
There are another ſort of hearers who receive 
the word with gladneſs, yea and ſeem to delight 
in it; but when it comes home to their heart and 
8 cConſcience, 


1 


1 


n 


love it when it diſcovers their evil deeds. 


(bs 5 
conſcience, and touches them in the ſoreſt places, 
being told the naked truth, as Chriſt did the 
Jews, and as John Baptiſt told Herod, then they 
will preſently turn their backs, ſpurn, revile, and 


ridicule both the word, and the preacher for 
ſpeaking ſo plainly. Again, a fourth fort -of | 


hearers there are, of whom I ſhall here ſay but 


little; who can fit ten or twenty years together 


under the goſpel word, even where it is alſo 
powerfully preached, and yet, amazing to think 
on! they are no more affected, or receive any more 
ſpiritual benefit, than the ſeats they ſit upon or 
the ſtones they tread on. They have ears to hear, 


yet they hear not, tho” reproved ever fo plainly 


for their ſins, ſhewn the juſt judgments of God, 
and the puniſhment which they deſerve for their 
ſins and rebellion againſt God, and will. certainty 


undergo, except they ſuffer their eyes to be open- 


ed by the Spirit of Chriſt, repent and believe the 
goſpel, Luke iii. 13. Theſe may truly be called 
cumber grounds, or barren fig-trees in the Lord's 
garden, and doomed as fuel fit only for eternal 
fire, But when it comes to this, that after ſo many 
admonitions men ſpurn at the means, and are 
rather hardened by the word, as ſteel is hardened 


by the ſtrokes it receives; it is beſt to leave ſuch 


to their Judge, who has meſſengers of wrath for 
them that deſpiſe, or ſo little regard the meſſen- 
gers of his love, Plal. Ixxxi, 11. 12. Luke 


N LO, 


All men love the light as it ſhines, but few 
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The difference of the diſpoſitions of men 
is I» great, that it would be admirable. to think 


did we not know that God by his Spirit 


55 work in us, both to will and to do. Men 
cannot be prevailed with to believe the goſpel, 


and to cloſe in with Chriſt, nay, tho' one were to 


come from the dead and preach to them, they would 
not believe; and yet, ſome few have been converted 


apparently by the lighteſt means. 
The word of God, MYR is pit and life, is 


ſo quick and powerful, that it will have its effect; 


and where it does not quicken, it kills; where it 
does not ſoften, it makes harder; none ever heard 
it, but they were either better or worſe for it. 
It is a holy fire: thoſe whom it doth not purify 


and cleanſe, by melting them into true repentance, 


it will conſume by burning them into the aſhes 


of profaneneſs. It is the power of God unto . 
ſalvation to them that believe, Rom. i. 16. And 


a ſavour of life unto life, to them that receive 


it, 2. Cor. ii. 16. But it becomes a ſavour 
of death unto death to thoſe who pervert it to 


their own deſtruction, 2. Pet. iii. 16. 


God wich declared in his holy ord: that he hath 


uo pleaſure in the death of a ſinner. Ezek. xxxiii. 


11. But inviteth, willeth, and defireth that all 
men might be brought to the knowledge of the 
truth, as it is in Jeſus, and be ſaved. --- The ſame 


deſire is in all God's faithful miniſters: They la- 
bhur hard; they riſe early ; they late take reſt; 
they wa wel far and near; they preach often and 


Pray 


„ 
pray continually; they reprove, they exhort, and 
they beſeech ſinners, that they would lay down 
their arms of rebelkon, and be reconciled to God. 


_  Fourthly, And this is the laſt, and principal 
thing 1 have now to urge upon you; and that 
for two reaſons: 1. Becauſe we are all enemies 
to God by nature, on account of ſin, original 
and actual. The carnal mind is enmity againſt God, 
ſaith Paul. Rom. viii. 7. 2. Unleſs the Lord, 
by the light of the Holy Spirit, gives us eyes to be- 
hold with felf-abhorrence the exceeding finfulneſs 
of fin, and the wrath of God ready to fall on 
our guilty heads, and plunge us into the nether- 
moſt hell, on the account of it ; unleſs we are 
ſhewn in the goſpel glaſs our abominable deformi- 
ty in the ſight of that God who is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity, and (truſting to the in- 
finitely meritorious blood ſhedding and perfect 
obedience. of Chriſt, who being made a curſe for 
ſinners, hath redeemed us who are by nature un- 
der the curſe) are enabled to lay hold of and cleave 
to him as our complete and only Saviour from 
the guilt, puniſhment, and dominion of fin, as 
he is offered to us in that goſpel of free grace 
which is glad tidings of inexpreſſible joy to di- 
ſtreſſed and afflicted conſciences, ſinking under 
the intolerable weight and burden of their tranſ- 
greſſions, and by precious faith are alſo enabled 
to behold him as the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the ſins of the world --- unleſs we are thus 
turned from darkneſs to light, and eonftrained | 
by ſpecial grace to ſue for pardon, peace, and re- 
| | _ conciliation 


T3) | 
* 
conciliation with God-thro*. a crucified Saviour, 
we muſt inevitably periſh ; ſor there is no other 
name given under heaven whereby we can be 
ſaved, but that of Jeius Chriſt, who, though he 
: ee no ſin, neither was guilt nd in his mouth, 
yet, by a b'eſſed exchange that Lamb of God 
was made fin for us, that we might be made the 
righteouſneſs of God in him. O may that loving; 
Spirit of Jeſus be preſent, to inſpire my foul with 
a ſecret flame of that divine fire, and, whilſt I 
am ſpeaking to the outward ear, may it diffuſe it- 
{elf thro' every heart in this congregation, and 
prepare them to receive with meekneis the word 
of reconciliation ! 7 | 


Are theo not ſome here to night, Who have 
been all their life-time living in ſin and in re- 
bellion againſt a moſt gracious God? in open and 
enormous fins, wallowing in iniquity, as the ſow 
walloweth in the mire ? or in more ſecret and pri- 
vate fins, it matters not whether great or little 
ſins, if thou haſt been ſuch an one, let the time 
WW! paſt ſuffice. _ May the Lord now give you power 
| == to break off your ſins by repentance; and be re- bw 
conciled to God. As embaiſi.dors from the Prince ö 
of peace, we hold out to you the ſweeteſt and moſt 
engaging motives to invite you to accept of mer- 


| cy while: yet it may be found; for the word of 4 
f truth declares to Gnners- in the. moſt affectionate 2 
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terms, Let the wicked man ſorſale his ways, and the F 
anrightecus man his thoughts, and let him return q 
unto the Lord, and he will, have mercy upon Lim: and 


unto our God, or he will abundantly , Iſaiah 
W 7. 
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lv. 7. God is reconciled to you, by the death 
of his dear Son:: as St. Paul declareth, Al things 
are of God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf by 
Feſus Chriſt — God was in Chriſt reconciling the 


wworld unto himfelf, not imputing their tre ſpaſſes 
Now then we being ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, as tho” God did beſeech you by us : we pray 
yu in Chriſt's ftead, be ye reconciicd to Gad. 2 Cor. 


3 18.—20. 


Is there any poor foul has preſent that is ready 
to write bitter things againſt themſelves, fearing 


they have ſtood out fo long againſt the gracious in- 
vitations of the goſpel, or think they. are ſuch no- 
torious ſinners, God will not accept of them, or 
Chriſt look upon them. What mean all theſe 


frequent and earneſt invitations? as in Matt. ii. 28, 

29. And why doth Chritt fay, be that cometh unto 
me, I coill in no wiſe ceſs out, Joh. vi 37. And 
how did he upbraid them in the days of his fleſh, 
ſaying, Ze will not come unto me that ye may have 
life, Joh. v. 40. As I live, faith the Lord, I have 
no pleaſure in the death of a ſinner. Canſt thou be 


too great a ſinner, thinkeſt thou, for Chriſt to ſave ? 


No, his bleod cleanſeth from all ſin, inward and 


outward, paſt, preſent and to come. O that you 


might therefore be prevailed upon to come to the 
blood of ſprinkling, and be made clean from all 
your ſins, and from all your idols! He ſaveth 


unto the uttermoſt, all who cometh unto him by 
faith, for he is God, the Almighty God! and hath 
all power in heaven and earth, and he is as willing 
as be is able to receive returning prodigals into the 
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arms of his love. Thou canſt not bs too great a ſin- 


ner for Chriſt to ſave; but thou mayſt be too ſtout 
a ſinner to come to him for pardon, life and peace, 
as did the Jews in the days of his fleſh ; and thou 


- mayſt be too whole, to need ſuch a phyſician; with- 
out a conviction of your guilt and e little 


good can pe done. 


But are you tlien ſick of fin 2 do you feel it a 
plague and a burthen too grievous to bear? If fo, 
here is both a phyſician and cure for you, Come unto 
me, faith the Lord Jeſus, all ye that are weary 
and heavy laden with your ſins, and I will give you 


reſt, Mat. xi. 28. I will do it, ſaith Chriſt, for 1his 


ig my meſſage, and for which I came into the world, to 
give repentance and remiſſion of fins. — For God ſo loved. 
tbe world, ſaith St. John, that he gave his only begotten 
Son to the end, that all who believe on him, ſhould not 


periſh but have everlaſting life, John ini. 16. Here is a 


free, and a full offer of grace and falvation for all 
ho are made willing to come and accept of it, with- 
out money and without price. And none ever came 
to Chriſt imploring his help, that he ſent empty 
away; the woman of Cana indeed was twice de- 
nied, but at laſt obtained her requeſt, which is to 
Mew us that we ſhould be earneſt with the Lord, 

follow on and let not Chrift go, till he has given 

os an anſwer of rows | 


O firs ! let me intreat you, for Chriſt's ſake and 
for your ſouls ſake, this hour to come and cloſe 
in with Chriſt, and be happy. Take him for your 
all. ſufſcient Saviour and Gcd ; your propher, 
prieſt, 


prieſt, and king. This is your day; your day. of 


„CCC - 


profered mercy : O that this might be the day of 


your ſalvation ! tomorrow is none of thine, and who 
can tell but this may be the laſt ſermon many of 
- you may hear, or the laſt I may preach ; before this 


day ſe'nnight, yea before to-morrow's riling ſun, 
ſome of us may be ſummoned away. into a world of 
ſpirits. Therefore to day, while it is called to day, 
come unto Chriſt ; believe in him and his word, and 
ye ſhall be made both holy and happy.—1f any 
man, ſaith the Apoſtle, be in Chriſt, he is a new 
creature; old things are paſt away, behold all things 


are become new, 2 Cor. v. 17. | 


Old things are paſt away! all his old ſins are 
paſt away, and ſunk as a ſtone in the depth of the 
ſea, to be remembered no more. — Even all his 
old good works and religious duties are paſt away; 
he perceives now that they were all as filthy rags 
before God, being wrought out of Chriſt. He 


ſees now that God is a ſpirit, and they that worſhip bim, 
milſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in trutb, John v. 2. All 


things are become new ; his will, his affections, his 
thoughts, his words and works, are all become 


new, that is, they all move in a different channel, 


flow frem a different ſpring and principle, and 
point to a different end. Before, they were all 
worldly, ſenſual, deviliſh, labouring to gain the ho- 


nour and efteem of men, or from proud ſelfi-righte- 
ous views, to merit heaven thereby. Now they 


are fixed upon things above; the believer's defire 
and aim being, that in all God may be glorified, and 


Jeſus, the captain of his ſal vation, may give him 


. ſtrength 


( 22 ) 
ftrength for the fight, and by continual ſupplies 
of his grace lead him on from conquering to con- 
quer, and make him both able and willing to ſuffer 
as well as to do the will of his heavenly Fa ther; 
ſo that his mind being continually ſtayed and Us 
pendent on his almighty Saviour, he may be made 
a happy partaker of that peace of God which paſ- 
eth all underſtanding, to which the unregenerate 


are utter ſtrangers, and which the carnal chriſtleſs 


world can neither give nor take away. Thrice hap- 
py is that ſoul who is in ſuch a caſe ; yea, bleſſed 
are the people whoſe God is the Lord Jehovah- 
Jeſus ! 
ſ 
But I fear there are many who having long fat 
under the found of the bleſſed goſpel, 'yet know 
too little of this peace and love of God, which are 
the genuine fruits of the faith of God's elect; ; and 
tell me, firs, what has hindered you from receiving 
it? May it not, in a great meaſure, be reſolved 
into that pernicious folly which ſo many, alas! 
fall into, who having a well-grounded hope by the 
infallible word, that they are in a ſtate of grace and 
acceptance with God, yet nevertheleſs ſeem to de- 
fign little more than not to loſe that whereunto 
they have already attained. Such will do well to 
conſider that the languid walk of luke-warm 
chriſtians (if they may be thus called, who reflect 
o little of his image) ſullies the glory of religion, 
and deprives the ſouls of profeſſors of much peace 


and conſolation: theſe negligent believers may fitly 


be compared to perſons, who being aſſured of a 
grorious country, wherein when they arrive they 
| ſhall 
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ſhall be free from puniſhment, and if they paſs 
further into it, they thall meet with riches, plenty, 


and a fair inheritance provided for them, content 
themſelves with juſt entering the borders of it, and 


being thereby delivered from danger, puniſhment, 
an death, advance no further into it, to enjoy the 


good things that are there allotted for them. Juſt 
ſo numbers of believers, reſting on the hopes of 
pardon and redemption from the curſe, for want of 


living more upon Jeſus, and deſiring conſtant ma- 


nifeſtations of grace and comfort from his fulneſs, 


ſtop ſhort of the precious things of the goſpel, and 
have but faint glimmerings of their intereſt in 
the choiceſt mercies and privileges of it, which are 
intended as refreſhing cordials to chear, ſtrenghten 
and ſupport the children of God, in their walk and 
warfare, all the way ts heaven. O that ye might 


therefore live in the obedience of faith, being aſ- 


ſured, that you cannot enjoy the love of Chriſt, 


and the love of the world at the ſame time. The 


diſciples ſaid, Lord, we have left all to follow thee. 


And ſo mult we, or Chriſt will have none of us; 
yea, he will ſurely diſown us in that day, when 
he ſhall judge the world, Matt. vii. 23. Ye mid- 
dle aged, ye old profeſiors, whoſe time of depar- 
ture draweth near, let me ſpeak a word or two 
+. you, it may be the laſt; are not ſome of you 
yet in purſuit of the vanity of this world ? ſtill 
<eking to gratify your carnal appetites in the 
things of ſenſe ? tho" you may perhaps do it leſs 
frequently, and with more moderation than in 
time paſt, I fear you are nevertheleſs therein ſeck- 
ing to pleate yourſelves, more than to pleaſe God. 


Are 


| ( '#4 ) 1 
Are not ſome of you worldly- minded? adding a 
little more wealth to your ſufficient ſtore, in your 


various "trades or callings ? Aſk your own hearts ; 


tho* you may do it in a leſs anxious or carefti 
way, the fin is the ſame, tho” you perceive 'it not; 
and you may urge, it is your duty to be diligent 


in your calling. It js fo, provided the glory of 


God is aimed at in what you do. And that it 


doth not draw away your mind, and divide your | 
heart and affections from Chriſt ; who ſays, Son, 


daughter, give me thy heart. Be not deceived, 
God is net mocked ; every one who profeſſes to 
be a b liever in Chriſt, and yet can live and act 
like thoſe who live without God in the world, 
ſuch are a diſgrace to their profeſſion, and a grief 
to the holy Spirit of Jeſus. The will of God is, 
that ye ſhould look to Jeſus for his ſanctifying 


Spirit, to make you holy both in heart and life ; : 


whereby y u are to ſtrive in his ſtrenght to adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. 


O my brethren |! for Chriſt's ſake, for your fouls 
ſake, and for the goſpel's ſake, ſuffer the Lord 
row to work his perfect work in you, and make 
you willing in the day of his- power, to give 
up all for all; willing to part with all your idols, 
whether it be love of pleaſure, love of dreſs, or love 
of money, which laſt is idolatry ; and the root of 
all evil ; anJ now ſubmit to part with all your fins, 
your great fins and your little fins, (as you may 
count them) bur there are no little ſins with God, 
 Fou muſt part with your moſt ſecret and boſom 

fins, and lay them ali down at the foot of hap ay 

MYR | | croſs, 
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croſs, or they will certainly prove a moſt ſore and 
heavy croſs to you to all eternity. Stifle not the 
convictious of your mind, delay not in ſuch a dan- 
gerous ſituation, but accept of mercy while offered 
to you ; for, except the Lord give you repentance 
(as Chriſt once ſaid to his own diſciples) ye ſpall all 
likewiſe periſh, Luke xiii. 3. This, therefore, you 
ſhould never ceaſe to pray for. 
after they are juſtified ; fins of omiſſion and com- 
miſſion, negligences and ignorances, which our 
church teaches us daily to confeſs and forſake. 
Alas! how much careleſſneſs and negle& of our 
duty and love, both to God and to our brethren, 
ſtands charged againſt us in the eye of the law: 
which, when the Holy Spirit comes clearly to 
convince a perſon of, together with their own ſin- 
ful ſtate and utter helpleſſneſs in themſelves, how 
will ſuch a ſoul lament and grieve, for having 
been ſo remiſs and negligent both in duty and obe- 
dience to fo good a God, after his great mercy and 
love in Chriſt Jeſus towards them; who called them 
out of darkneſs into his marvelous light, when they 
were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins; and when they alſo 
reflect and ſee how little they have eſteemed, prized, 
and loved that precious Saviour who ſo loved them,“ 
and gave himſelf tor them, by ſhedding everf drop 
of his moſt precious blood, to waſh and cleanſe 
them from their numberleis fins, and to fave them 
from everlaſting miſery, (the certain portion of 
all thoſe who die without his love). I ſay, when theſ⸗ 
things are brought home to the heart and conſcience, 
(as hath been the caſe with :nany a dear child of 
God in their laſt moment) the accuſer of the bre- 
thren at the ſame time aſſaulting them; how will 
| | 8 they 


O firs! believers have many fins to repent of 


* 
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they mourn and grieve that they have done and ſuf- 
fereck 1o little for ſo loving and precious a Chriſt ! 
— My brethren, what you would have wiſhed to 
have done in ſuch a caſe, under ſuch convictions, 
may the Lord enable you to do it now, that God 
may be glorified by your life, as well as in your 
an | | 58 
With reſpect to you, my brethren, who have 
taſted that the Lord is gracious, O be not, (year 
after year), like ſnrubs in the wilderneſs, reſting in 
a cold, unthriving, lifeleſs ſtate, but rather wreſtle 
in mighty prayer with the Lord Jeſus, and conti- 
nually wait upon bim, to receive grace from his 
fulneſs, to make you all as flouriſhing plants in 
the garden of God the church, like vines planted 
in a very fruitful hill. —Where there is true grace, 
there is a hearty willingneſs to part with every ſin, 
a cry of the ſoul to be delivered from all filthinets 
of ficſh and ſpirit, and to be renewed in heavenly- 
mindedneſs and the image of God. Leave the 
covetous of the earth to lick the duſt with the 
ſerpent, and to feed upon huſks with ſwine, being 
enemies to the Lord, his ways, and his people; but 


I truſt you will have a holy ambition beſtowed 


upon you from on high, to be rich and great to- 
wards God, by enjoying, thro* holy, humble fel- 
lowſhip with Jeſus, bleſſed and refreſhing fore- 
taſtes of the goodneſs of the Lord in this land of 
your pilgrimage. In order to this, God grant that 


% 


you may not {it under the word for the ſake of a 


comfortable meal only, but that you may ſo receive 
the truth into your hearts by faith, that it may prove 
a means of affording you ſpiritual ſtrength and 
nouriſhment for your journey thro? life, and that 
ou may walk more cloſely and chearfully with 

| your 


(1 
your - glorified head. O that the conſtraining love 
of * might fo rule your hearts, that you may 
not be ſatisfied with wearing Chriſt's livery, with- 
out being made willing alſo to bear his croſs! Look 
back, my friends, into the hiſtory of former times, 
and ſee what ſore trials, afliftions, and perſecutions 
thoſe chriſtians ſuffered, and with what patience 
and reſignation they ſubmitted to them, believ- 
ing it to be the will of their heavenly Father, that 
thro* much tribulation all that live godly in Chrift 
Jeſus muſt enter into the kingdom of reſt. May 
the ſame mind be in us that was in the true diſci- 
ples of our Lord! May we be excited, from an 
abiding grateful ſenſe of the wonderful things the 
Lord hath done for us, to do good, according to 
our ability, both to the ſouls and bodies of all 
men, giving all glory to the God of our ſalvation 
for whatſoever he doth in us, by us, or for us! 


To ſum up all: There is no happineſs, either in 
time or eternity, but in God reconciled to us thro” 
Chrift, by the grace of the Holy Spirit; which 
alone works all divine tempers in the ſouls of be- 
lievers, and enables them to make their calling and 
election ſure. The faith of God's elect, being of 
an operative nature, produces a holy aſſimilation to 
Chriſt Jeſus, and is evidenced by its fruits; tend- 
ing, while in exerciſe, to exalt the Saviour, and 
humble the ſinner, making him conſcious that his 
higheſt performances are not without a mixture of 
lin, and that he has no hope of pardon and ac- 
ceptance in any thing but the atonement and me- 
rits of the Redeemer. How little ſoever the world 
may prize Chriſt, ſeeing no form nor comelineſs 
in him, he is to the believer the chiefeſt among ten 
thouſand, and altogether lovely; nor will the ap- 

| | proach 


£ * 1 5 1 * 5 1 N 
. 3 


* 3 N 4 FR \ ry 
I \ * vids . — N 
2 2 CAR. Le A A Ss” mite I 3 
: —— 3 4 Keg * 
= | | . —— - a = . So — N 
* LES * yo = . = ws - 2 8 9 > 
8 : . — — 8 * - \ 
* =_ — — Was — 4 a” 2 — 8 * — = > 
— * —— — a a 5 wh * 5 9 - 
: hs * * F — * — 2 I a < £ — 
I * * — — — - \ l = —_—— 
AF IG Ie 1 DIS - = Si — 1 * 2 » ” . "ES N ** 
— - "X'ID = 6 2 * - : ELF -Þ - 5 1 * - —— — - W B26 
= —_—_ 9 5x > * 7 — — Lak 2” Be? * — 1 N —— — — — 8 — 6 — es... 22 pe; \ — * — 2 paging * 
—— — i3S 1 — 2 5 4 — — ” 2 2 = SE IEEE — r N — ; 5 3 8 * R — wow I-25; NS — 
— * * 29 R...223 2 = Þ bt * 7 r 0 e _ _ _ 2 3 . K 2 1. 2 ſo = l 
; 8 5 - - 8 F MP - — — - A. 1 CS Soy ER 8 T — r ——— — —— 2 - ? . — . - . 
T is * N a m— 2 — - — 1 ad <> — . — - — — 
65 * . — . " -- - : 2 — — — 6 : — 8 "> — . 
9 — 2 — WIFE. — — — — . — — —ů ů —ͤ— hs — 0 -X = _—_— 2 — * — * — — ̃ 2 
— . p "1 — . N 2 A — —— — RAY Fat 2% 3 prot » We <. . — — — — — ongen — * xi. 3 - — E * 2 — 3 
* * 4 2 * n PRES ” CI — Fa LEA — "Ys, — — — 2 — bo .— — — — — — — Km — — 2 . 8 — 2 ky — get * 
7 1 Ws * 2 1 7 5 : . s Oe EIS, — nn ny mon opens m_ 5 — — — — —— EEE — — — . = =, v 
: * » ed AF A} [4 m5: | _- "_ — — - A — — - — - 1 — — = WS — — = - 
K 5 bo + 2 7 , \ — — 3 * — 2 = — ä — was 
4 ” & * J 1 " — — — - pg, a N 
0 Tio 0 * — — 
Y : : „ 1 — - 
7 7 £ 


— _—_— - 
"ts == —— 


Hs _ meſlengef, and tl. gate of + glory, to 


2 of FEY be FETO her a welcome 
o ſuch. To the 
- xenewed. ſoul, "heave? blefledack,; is only the full 
choyment ot what ik here delights in and loves, 
_ even. the glorious "object of its ſpiritualized affec- 
tions: SenHblc chriſtians, from the firſt-fruits' here, 
© Jaw that when they enter into che joy of their 
Lord, they ſhall have an everlaſting, overflowing 

11 and reſt. in him. The more we ok 


as «4 


1 to Ke 95. in competition, and Wd us off 
- ,unto..the.. pleaſures of time and ſenſe, The more 
-wedove « 604 in the Son of his love, the more we 
N be like him, and the nearer and more inti- 
mate union and communion ſhall we have with 
him, in whoſe name alone is ſalvation, who is the 
life of our ſouls, and che only centre of our pre- 
585 and eternal Kei. 5 6 
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"And; that none of -us ma fall "Or of is 0 
f let us now with eue humble confidence 

ook uptoour heavenly F ather in prayer and faith for 
Hurſelves, our brethren, our ſinking Church, and the 
diſquieted nation whereto we belong; and beſecch 
him to grant to us and all men, ſuch a ſupply of his 
grace, help and power, as may be ſufficient for us 


B And them, in every ſtate, trial, and difficulty, in this 


lie and when we paſs thro” the valley of the ſhadow 5 
of: death, may his Almighty Love ſupport our 
= ſpirits, t thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, to 
whom with the Father andthe Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed 


1 N e and glory, for ae: <> | 
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